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JOEL ji. 15. 


Sandify a Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſembly. 


HE practice of Religion, and the ſalutary difti- 
pline which it exacts from its votaries, have, it 
muſt be allowed, always very much conduced to 

the preſervation and well-being of all civilized ſtates. 

And, in proportion to the national ſtock of virtue or vice, 
the happineſs or miſery, the dignity or degeneracy of a 
people have had the aſcendency. The fact is of ſuch no- 
toriety, and ſo far placed beyond a point of controverſy, 
that the page of hiſtory both ſacred and profane unitedly 
confirms, as we ourſelves give but too ſtriking, too melan- 
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choly a teſtimony to the truth of the obſervation, What- 
ever therefore has a tendency to reclaim us from a ſtate of 
depravity, to corre& the malignity of our nature, and to 
reſtore our moral vigour in right and reaſon demands our 
firſt and ſtricteſt attention: though, bad as our caſe moſt cer- 
tainly is, there are, and I wiſh my faith were equally ſtrong, 
who roundly aſſert that we are not by any means, either 
individually or collectively conſidered, yet arrived to ſuch a 
pitch of depravity as to call down upon us God's inexora- 
ble wrath; ſo as to be left abandoned to ourſelves and our 
wilful perverſity, that having“ fulfilled the meaſure of our 
iniquity he will abſent himſelf forever and be no more en- 
treated.” —May the joyful report be verifyed in our future 
lives and converſation. 


Wr are indeed told by a better and ſurer word of pro- 
phecy, that if, by paying a ſolemn and ſerious obſervance 
to the ſacred call of religion, -the rules it preſcribes, and the 
duties it injoins, a people relinquiſh and caſt from them 
| whatever may have occaſioned a neglect of or deflection from 
theſe ;—if they reduce an unfeigned contrition, and good 
and holy reſolutions to a regular practice they need not de- 
ſpair of being reinſtated into favour with heaven, but may 
addreſs themſelves boldly to the throne of grace, and appear 
as accepted claimants upon the precious promiſes of God, 
who has declared he will “ hear the prayers of all thoſe who 
call upon him in time of need.” —Nay in language ſo ſtriking, 
| and 
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and a voice ſo awfully powerful as if iſſuing from his own 
eternal throne, God, we deny not, has pointed out by a 
peculiar people the cauſe of national pain, and moſt loving- 
ly and graciouſly preſcribed a remedy ſure and efficacious 
in the words of my text, . SanCtify a faſt, call a ſolemn 
aſſembly”. But then herein is implied a capability of re- 
ceiving an heavenly impreſſion and not an abſolute debaſe- 
ment of public virtue, neither that the ſtamina of con- 
ſtitutional ſtrength are altogether worn out, but that ſome 
energetic qualities remain ſound and entire. 


WHETHER we of this nation may be thus denominated 
and of courſe included in the terms of acceptance, may 
perhaps in ſome meaſure be collected from the following 
diſcourſe. Wherein I ſhall endeavour to point out to you 
the nature of this day's ſolemnity ; and having founded 
it and the calamities we therein deprecate in our fins, you 
will in the next place be able to conclude with me, (admit- 
mitting we are not loſt beyond recovery) that in order to 
prevent or remove theſe, it is neceſſary that a very different 
conduct be exhibited in the practice of virtue and religi- 
on, the only juſt foundation of happineſs and ſecurity to any 
nation. 


Tris with a word or two of application ſuitable to the 
occaſion, will, I hope, impreſs you with proper and be- 
coming notions of the import and moment of calling this 


| ſolemn aſſembly. 
| 1. AND 
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1. Anp firſt as to the nature of this day's ſolemnity, 
though it is evidently founded in the expreſs word of di- 
vine command, yet in the ages which had no ſuch ſuperna- 
tural vouchſafements (which ſhews it in ſome ſort originally 
impreſſed upon the minds of men) the fame notion in ſome 
fort obtained, as appears from the facrifices and piacular 
atonements which were conftantly in uſe in the time of pagan 
antiquity. It was an ancient cuſtom, and the practice of 
polytheiſm in the day of public danger and calamity, to 
appeaſe the wrath of the Gods, or to challenge a return 
of future mercies by ſumptuous and expenſive facrifices. 
And herein the hcathens, in proportion to the degree of 
light which they enjoyed, could not be faid to act con- 
trary to the dictates of nature in the propitiatory addreſ- 
ſes which they in ſome caſes made to Heaven. The prac- 
tice, no doubt, was authorized under the carnal polity of 
the Jewiſh ſtate by the uſage of thoſe ſacrificial atone- 
ments, which, as they remotely prefigured a great and 
divine expiation—that full, perfe& propitiation and fatis- 
faction that has been once offered up for the ſins of the 
world, were of courſe immediately intended by their vir- 
tue and efficacy to redeem the delinquent from a ſtate of 
impurity and fin ; but this, we may naturally conclude, 
with a reſerve of his ſuppoſed future compliance with the 
moral obligations of his duty : otherwiſe crimes might then 
have been as multiplied, and indulgences as plenary as they 
now are, and ever have been under the PAPAL SEE. 
Now 


1 


Now though in the ſeveral ſtages of their trial the de- 


votional exerciſes of the Jews and ours in outward appear- 
ance widely differed, yet in ſpirit they were agreed. For 
even before the time men were altogether called off from 
reſting in the exterior of religion—in ceremonies and ritual 
obſervances, a ſincerity of heart, and a purity of moral 
were expreſſly and mainly inſiſted upon. This, to go no 
higher, we learn from the heavenly ſongs of the Son of Jeſle, 
as well as from other page of prophecy that glows with the 
ſame inimitable colours of a divinely directed pencil. Le- 
gal rites, it is true, you behold in the ſacred deſcripti- 
on as emblematic figures ſtrikingly expreſſive, and ſtrong- 
ly recommendatory of virtue and piety, which, as you 


examine it, the picture gradually brings forward and 


opens to your view. But ſtill theſe were only the or- 
namental part and drapery of the piece, whoſe princi- 
pal deſign was to attract and fix the eye of the obſer- 
ver. Of themſelves they would make in the Scriptural pain- 
tings but a motley figure, unaccompanied with the ami- 
able and venerable acquaintance of ** juſtice, mercy, and 
humiliy.” Indeed the Jews had been repeatedly told this 
that the ritual pomp of the law, to which they were apt to 
pay too excluſive an obedience ;—*< the multitude of their 
ſacrifices, thouſands of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers 
of oil” were of no avail, © while cruelty, rapaciouſneſs, and 


a haughty ſpirit” ſo ſtrongly marked the general lines of their 
conduct. 


FROM this outline of their ſituation we, to whom the 
promiſes are alſo made, may ourſelves this day conclude, 
B that 
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that ceremony is not devotion, nor form religion, howe- 
ver neceſſary the one may be to the accompliſhment of 
the other; — that an outward ſhew of adoration, a profeſ- 
ſional lip- ſervice to God; — the appearing unto men to faſt 
and (like ſome amongſt us in whom a mixture of the old 
leaven ſtill remains) the making for a pretence long 
prayer whilſt we neglect “the weightier matters of the 
law, juſtice, mercy, and faith, inſtead of . ſanctify- 
ing a faſt and calling a ſolemn aſſembly, are a deſecration 
of the ſacred office, a ſolemn mockery upon religion, an in- 
ſult offered to the God of Heaven. The purpoſes of go- 
vernment in the religious policy of the order of this day, 
and the real ends of this devotion can then only be anſwer- 
ed according as ſuch order ſerves to renew its loſt tone and 
vigour, by exciting an awful ſenſe of, and juſt veneration 
for the Deity ; and by recalling a kingdom from a relaxed 
and diffipated ſtate ; by the viſible effects it produces in the 
life and converſation of the .general body of mankind in 


the changes wrought, the holy reſolves fulfilled, and the 


engagements with and promiſes to God performed by en- 
tering upon new and better courſes. When a nation is 
thus ſeriouſly and religiouſly inclined, thus zealouſly and 
unanimouſly met together in the ſeveral great congregations, 
with afflicted heart and ſuppliant voice to implore pardon 
and forgivneſs for its great and crying wickedneſs, then, 
and not till then, it may be ſaid to anſwer the gracious 
purpoſes of this ſacred order from the ſtate in © ſanctifying a 
faſt, and calling a ſolemn aſſembly.” 


Thus 
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Tuus far premiſed, and the nature of the ſolemnity 
unfolded, as its deſign is the amendment, ſo is its foundati- 
on obviouſly laid in the fins of a people; which manifeſt- 
ly points out the propriety of public reſtraints and national 
regulations. Let us, as far as the time will permit, diſcuſs 
the caſe, and examine with honeſt and undiſſembling hearts 
in the buſineſs that is now going forward between God and 
our ſouls, how much this obſervation deſerves our credit, 
or in what reſpect it may be brought home to ourſelves. 


AND in the firſt place it muſt be owned, though in own- 
ing it our faces are covered with confuſion, that notorious 
{ins call for a proportionate degree of confeſſional and con- 
trite acknowledgment in the tranſgreſſors, and the more 
common and general the evil is, under which a nation may 
labour, the more general and united ſhould be its prayers 
and ſupplications to God to remove the deprecated and juſtly 
deſerved puniſhment. Partial misfortunes, the frequent con- 
ſequence of vicious exceſs, and imprudent conduct, are the 
private ſubject of penetential complaint, and public cala- 
mities founded in public vices equally demand the joint 
efforts in the humbled ſpirits of the many to appeaſe in- 
cenſed heaven, and to avert its dreadful judgments. Like 


_ diſorders in the animal ſyſtem, ſome of which in order to 


effect a cure call only for a partial and particular applica- 
tion; while others of a more complicated nature require 


a more tedious proceſs, and a general correction of the 
deſtempered maſs. The body politic thus circumſtanced, 


and aſſimilated as it were to the body natural, we cannot 


B 2 6 wonder 
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wonder that the ancient founders and directors of govern- 
ment, as well as their ſucceſſors (in ſome of whom we hope 
that the principles of moral and political virtue are ſtill ſen- 
fibly alive) meditated means ſure and effectual as they could 
to preſerve the health and vigour of a ſtate, or to reſtore 
them when impaired. Good examples in the great have 
been found peculiarly ſerviceable in direting aright the views, 
and bettering the morals of a national body. But theſe, 
like the aliment we take in, require time to work them- 
ſelves effectually into the ſickly conſtitution of a people. In 
great emergencies of a ſtate, where delays would be danger- 
ous, a remedy ſtronger and more quickly operative, ſuch 
as would give a ſhock to the political like a heavenly phe- 
nomenon to the natural ſyſtem ;—ſuch as would immedi- 
ately awaken, alarm, and arreſt our attention is highly ne- 
ceſſary to reſtore its ſinking virtue. | 


AMi1DpsT theſe means, contrived no doubt in the wiſdom 
of legiſlation, there are none ſo powerfully influential as 
thoſe ſtated and appointed ſeaſons of holy recollection and 
religious humiliation, which, (however deſpiſed by ſome 
poſſeſſed perhaps of more contumacy than gratitude) 
hold out to us the true mirror of ourſelves as the juſt and 
real cauſe of the difficulties under which we labour, and of 
the judgments which hang over us. Our ingenuity is here 
abaſhed and conſcience ſtands appalled. Convinced from 
ſelf-feeling and conviction, we honeſtly allow theſe folemn 
edicts founded in our own ſhame, and of courſe intended for 
our reformation. In the truth of which perſuaſion we are 


ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly confirmed by collateral and too corroborating evi- 
dence, the degeneracy of the common manners, and the fla» 
grant enormities of the age in which we live. Far be it 
from me to reſtri& theſe cenſures to the preſent day, or not 
to allow paſt times to have incurred their ſhare of the com- 
mon guilt. What they began we wickedly carry on; and 
obſtinately againſt our better knowledge and clearer inform- 
ation perſevere in a courſe of life, which undeniably leads 
to the laſt ſtage of a providential trial, and muſt end in our 
utter extinction, if as a people we go on “ fulfilling the 
meaſure of our iniquity.” My meaning thus guarded, 
without launching out into a ſpecific detail of every reign- 
ing vice and faſhionable exceſs; and from thence into bit- 
ter invective, or loud exclamation againſt the parties offend- 
ing, which laſt does not often much good in the work of 
reformation, I would rather appeal to the general fenſe and 
candour of human kind for the truth of what I here aſſert. 
The honeſt, and what is commonly called the good man, 
though aſhamed of, is never backward to confeſs his many 
habitual as well as incidental imperfections; and if the good, 
who, comparatively ſpeaking, are ſo few, plead no exemp- 
tion from human error, they ſurely cannot withhold the 


_ guilty bluſh whoſe profeſſion is wickedneſs “ and who glo- 


ry in their ſhame”. Theſe men, as perſons to whom we 
ſtand nationally related, I would aſk if they ſometimes feel 
not in the calmer intervals of reflection foreboding fears, 
a ſhock of nature, a recoil of conſcience, which forcibly 
point out to them the juſt conſequences of their conduct, 
the due reward of their deeds. Where the impreſſions 

ar 
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of pious education and good example are not totally effaced, 
theſe feelings, I am convinced, muſt prevail. From which 
I would infer by their own acknowledgment the juſtice of 
God's harſher and ſeverer diſpenſations upon the impious 
and impenitent, the daring and profligate ſinner. And 
hereupon I would ground the propriety, nay, the abſolute 
neceſſity of the ſolemnity, which we are this day called upon 
ſtrictly to obſerve, by rendering it, if poſſible, in ſome mea- 
ſure an expiation of our paſt guilt, Wherein we humbly 
ſupplicate God * after his great goodneſs, to have mercy 
upon us, to do away our offences, and to cleanſe us from 
ſin,” as being the only ſolid and juſt cauſe, as I ſhall pro- 


ceed ſecondly and more particularly to ſhew, of public and 


national complaint. 


2. THAT our grievances are founded in our fins may be 
further collected from that confidential repoſe in the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, that virtue and religion are 
in their own nature fitted to inſpire in the mind of man. 
As no leſs an argument may be drawn from the alarming 
diſtruſt of Almighty Power, which conſcious guilt as ne- 
ceſſarily awakens in the human breaſt. Beſides the very 
tendency of vice to produce miſery in any ſtate, and 
the conſequent mean ſuggeſted by a penitential addreſs 
to Heaven for the removal of the malady, is ſtill a fuller 
demonſtration of the ſource from whence its misfortunes 
may be ſaid to originate. Indeed the colour of the fortune 
is very eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the manners of a people; as, 
agreeable to what we have before diſcourſed, virtue and 

vice 
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vice are eſſentially concerned in their happineſs or miſery. 
In the plan of Divine Providence, though many ſteps of it 
appear dark and intricate to us, yet every page of its moral 
and political adminiſtration abundantly confirms this ob- 
ſervation. Hiſtorians indeed have been always pretty much 
agreed that a decline is as eſſential to empire as to thoſe 
mortal bodies with which we are ſurrounded. How far 
the ſeeds of diſſolution are originally wrought into the tex- 
ture and frame of ſtates I do not abſolutely take upon me to 
fay : but this we may preſume upon, as perhaps no impro- 
per ſolution of the difficulty, if any remains about it, that 
vice and ſenſuality, which haſten a natural decay, are what 
alone prove unfriendly and inimical to the conſtitution of a 
ſtate. The ſame ſeaſons of exiſtence, as I ſee no reaſon at all 
for that ſimilar progreſſion which men have generally aſſign- 
de them, can in no other ſenſe, I apprehend, than mo- 
rally be applicable to each, And even ſuppoſing ſin, as it 
moſt certainly is, poſſeſſed of qualities abſolutely deſtruc- 
tive to the well-being of mankind, yet theſe can only ſpread 
their baleful and pernicious powers over a community ac- 


” cording to the degree of reſiſtance, with which they are 


oppoſed by the diſplay of moral and religious truth. As 
poiſonous bodies can but diffuſe their noxious qualities in 
proportion to the counter- action which they meet with from 
others of a more powerful and vigorous nature. Whence 
we may conclude, that, according as its principles are tinc- 
tured with a vicious or virtuous quality, our reaſoning upon 
the riſe or fall of empire is ſomewhat more than conjectu- 


ral. In domeſtic ſocieties, which are apt reſemblances 
of 


1 

of leſſer republics, as indeed a combination of families is 
a juſt and real conſtitution of all government, notwithſtand- 
ing the original ſtain individually contracted, there is ſtill an 
obtainable degree of perfection, which, if duly cultivated, 
gives a permanency and ſtability to their ſeveral parts. The 
privilege to the ſame honourable claim is not leſs certain or 
aſſured to general and more extenſively aſſociated bodies, 
Honour and glory have ever been as attendant on the wiſe 
and good councils, the devout and religious ſpirit of the 
latter, as peace and happineſs with in general a ſufficiency 
of this world's good have been eſſential to the regularity and 
good order, the honeſt, juſt, and merciful behaviour of the 
former. God having at all times, in a leſs or greater degree, 
- poured his judgments or bleſſings on each as their conduct 
ſeverally deſerved. This opinion the kingdoms that have 
long ſince paſſed away, the Perſian wealth and the Roman 
grandeur abundantly authoriſe. And there is a voice 
that ſpeaks till more powerfully among ourſelves. Though 
it is ſufficient to our purpoſe, that nature, reaſon, and 
antiquity give their united ſuffrage that no community can 
ſink into a ſtate of decay as long as it is ſupported by juſt, ho- 
neſt, and virtuous principles—as, on the contrary the ruined, 
and almoſt forgotten ſtate of empires that have once flou- 
riſhed, is the beſt comment that can be produced upon their 
conduct. 


Be religion but our oracle and reaſon our guide, firm 
and permanent as they intrinſically are as the throne of God 


itſelf, and the meaſures we proceed upon cannot be wrong. 
They 


„ 


They may in every ſtate and condition of life be ſafely a- 
dopted. GOD, the ſupreme potentate and great gover- 
vour of all, has no other line than that of reaſon—his own 
eternal reaſon—or what philoſophers have called the rea- 
ſons of things whereby to direct his holy diſpenſations. 
Now theſe, I mean reaſon and religion, are, or they are 
not in the power of man. If they are, which with their 
conſequences cannot ſurely admit of a controverſy, he is 
then in a qualified ſtate for as much happineſs as is ne- 
ceſſary to his exiſtence in a ſocial capacity. If they are 
not, it were folly (if I may thus boldly addreſs myſelf) to 
impoſe upon him duties regulated by their preſcription, or 
to propoſe to him enjoyments portioned out according 
to his proficiency therein. 


Bur conſcience even in a ſtate of nature has ever ſolemn- 
ly pronounced a contrary verdict. And mankind, with very 
few exceptions, whether domeſtically connected or nation- 
ally compacted, have as often, when ſinking under a load of 
calamity, or in the happier day of ſucceſsful fortune, owned 
theſe to be the proper teſts of their conduct in thoſe awful 
appeals which they have occaſionally made to the great Au- 
thor of all rule and ſovereignty here below. For this, 
without going farther back, I might reter you to ſome me- 
morable pages of your own hiſtory, and perhaps, in ſome 
inſtances, to the narrative only of your own lives. This 
reaſoning admitted, a ſmall ſhare of diſcernment will inform 


us that if we are ſtrangers to happy conſequences we have 
Bf formed 
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formed but a ſmall acquaintance with the principles from 
which they flow. 


Tux curſed malignity and the horrid tendency of vice is 
a glaring proof, if the rule of contraries holds good, that a 
decay of happineſs muſt always neceſſarily attend a decay 
of virtue. So ſtrongly perſuaded have mankind ever been 
of the truth of this, that the moſt abandoned have volun- 
tarily confeſſed, when the juſtice of the law has been ready 
to take place in the execution of its vengeance upon their 
daring profligacy, that their deplorable fate has been owing 
to their acting contrary to their better knowledge, and their 
deſertion of the paths of virtue. Shall we call leſs equita- 
ble the judgments of God? By his conſtitution in nature 
he has ordained that the righteous diſtribution of his poli- 
tical juſtice ſhall ſtand equally confeſſed through the various 
ranks and orders of men, and that whether he appears in 
order to awaken a guilty kingdom in the ſtormy wind and 
tempeſt, in the horrible and tremendous earthquake, or in 
the deſolation of the ſword “ all people ſhall fall down be- 
fore him, all nations ſhall do him ſervice.” 


We are hence led to wonder leſs that mankind, from the 
conviction that they themſelves are the authors of theſe 
calamities by the miſerable perverſion of gracious means 
and the repeated perpetration of outrageous enormities, 
ſhould on theſe folemn occaſions wiſhfully contend for a 
reſtoration to a forfeited ſtate. However nauſeous the 
draught, or ſevere the regimen, it is natural for the ſick 


man 
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man to acquieſce in the laſt extremity of a diſorder. Thus 
with a nation. Fully conſcious of its dangerous condition, 
wilfully incurred by its open and continued wickedneſs it 
would gladly undergo the utmoſt ſeverity of moral diſcipline, 
a relaxation of which has drawn upon it the heavy diſplea- 
ſure of Heaven. When he ſlew them they ſought him” 
was once a language applied to the firſt favourites of Hea- 
ven, ſenſible as they were by the tranſgreſſion of God's 
laws and the violation of every thing human and divine 
that they had no one alſo to blame but themſelves for being 
the ingenious contrivers of their own miſery. The people 
of God ſtand not alone. 


Wr of this nation are this day from the very ſame con- 


viction aggregately met to implore the very ſame mercy. 


*© SANCTIFY a faſt, call a folemn aſſembly” is the aw- 


ful edict from the throne, whoſe ſound has in a very ſhort 
time been twice publiſhed through the land. Aſk we the 
reaſon? To this let our hearts (I mean the hearts of the 
people as concentered in one) in open and undiſguiſed 
ſentiment give the anſwer. The Jews, whoſe hiſtory is 


in all your hands, and which among others is bequeathed 


to poſterity for the moral purpoſes of a government (as po- 
litical management mult ever ariſe from a locality of cir- 


cumſtances) are a ſtanding and laſting monument through 


their various fortunes of the various effects produced by 
their bad or good conduct. And God himſelf, who was 
their inſtitutor and legiſlator, tells us as clearly as if an an- 
C2 gel 
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gel this moment revealed it to us from heaven, (which in- 
deed might excluſively be colleted from his own purity 
and holineſs) that if evil was their portion it originated 
from their own breaſts, and that on the other hand, if good 
were their happier lot, Here alſo the reaſon was equally 
legible. The ſuperintending, over-ruling diſpenſations of 
God no leſs extend to other governments, nor have the 
morals of mankind now, leſs x influence upon theſe than 
they had in days of old. The changes and revolutions, the 
judgments and mercies, that have been ſeverally wrought in 
our own ſtate, are ſo many pictures held out to our view 
of virtue and happineſs, of miſery and wickedneſs, of God's 
providential arm ſtretched over a people, or of its up-lifted 
exertion with interminated vengeance. 


Gop's dealings with paſt ages are ſo many leſſons read to 
us to guide our feet in the way of peace; and the ſeveral 
days of national ſolemnity noted in our calendar are the 
ſeveral memorable eras regiſtered in our own annals for the 
better inſtruction of this and ſucceeding generations. God 
never at any time hath left himſelf without a witneſs. Afſ- 
ſyria and Babylon, Perſia and Rome, Jews and Gentiles— 
nay we ourſelves, without theſe ſtriking monuments, are 
a law unto ourſelves, whereby we may form a tolerable 
judgment of what value and conſideration we at any time 
are when weighed in the balance of Divine Juſtice. 


Bur the calamities under which we have ſunk, and not 


the deliverances we have experienced, excepting as theſe 
were 


1 


were wrought to ſave us from ourſelves, are the juſt line 
of properly diſtinguiſhing concerning our preſent ſtate. 
Paſt deliverances are no rational foundation for future mer- 
cies, As at this rate the national diſperſion of a people al- 
ready mentioned is rightfully entitled to its expected reſto- 
ration. But alas ! ſelfiſh and partial judgment forms but a 
remote and imperfect notion of the truth and rectitude of 
things, not confidering however human error may in ſome 
caſes excite. compaſſion that contempt deſerves no pity, and 
that mercy deſpiſed juſtly turns into the moſt wrathful in- 
dignation. Without therefore entertaining ourſelves with 
too flattering a proſpect, let us here ſtop a moment, and ſee 
whether we ourſelves are the deſerved ſubjects of any great and 
extraordinary acts of mercy from the throne of grace. Andin 
the firſt place, to ſay nothing of the behaviour of ſome towards 
an earthly prince whoſe conduct might have merited a differ- 
ent treatment, whether our obedience to the King of kings 
and Lord of Lords has been ſuch as to give us a juſt ground 
of hope of his interceding providence in our behalf I once 
more appeal to the general ſenſe and candour of mankind. 
If our conſtitution is ſuch as hiſtorians repreſent it to be, 
one of the beſt in the world. If our laws are in themſelves 
wholeſome and duly and forcibly executed, three generally 
allowed ſecurities to the proſperity of a nation ; if theſe, 
I ſay, are duly operative through the ſeveral channels of 
political adminiſtration, we may then reaſonably conclude 
from the preſent ſtate of things, that ſome other barrier is 
neceſſary to guard us againſt the inroads that are made upon 
the peace of our Iſrael. Human laws are caſily evaded with- 
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out a watchful eye over the conduct of thoſe whom they are 
intended to reſtrain. Now in order to ſupport theſe, and 
to render them more powerfully influential over the man- 
ners of a people would conſcience but do her duty and re- 
ligion lend a helping hand to awaken, to admoniſh and to 
direct this principle to its proper end, the general inter- 
courſe of the world would be much happier; the ties of 
unanimity far ſtronger, and the mutual offices ſubſiſting 
among us would be more cheerfully and honeſtly performed 
as ſpringing from a higher motive than they commonly do; 
—the love of God and man, a duty, not ſo generally ob- 
ſerved by men as might be wiſhed. The want of this vital 
principle of religion in the life and converſation of mankind, 
and the weakneſs hereby ſuperinduced upon all moral ob- 
ligations is a matter much to be lamented. So greatly 
prejudicial as it muſt be to the real intereſts of our nature, 
and of courſe highly diſpleaſing to its great author and pre- 
ſerver. The general diſſipation that prevails through all 
ranks :—the licentious ſpirit that has of late years ſeized the 
nation—the violation of good faith—the oppreſſion and in- 
juſtice—the implacable malice and hatred—the factions and 
animoſities which are induſtriouſly fomented and kept alive a- 
mong us—the horrid though common practice of ſwearing 
and forſwearing—the univerſal profanation of that day which 
God has poſitively declared ſhall be ſet apart for holy pur- 
poſes and holy ones only—To which if we add the 
common and openly avowed infidelity of the age in which 
we live, what a fight is here for either earth or heaven to 


behold! This laſt inſult oftered to Heaven 1s of too ſhocking 
a nature 
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a nature to be tamely endured - demands therefore ſome- 
what more than a bare recital. Human life you behold the 
drama, immortality the awful ſubject, rational beings the ac- 
tors, God and his angels the ſpectators and obſervers of the 
ieveral characters we ſupport. Now how ſhocking to ſee 
the firſt of theſe moſt infamouſly diſgraced by any denial, * 
but particularly a late uncommon and unparallelled kind of 
denial of the ſecond ; that peculiar and glorious prerogative 
of our ſpecies, and the third of courſe degraded to a level 
with the beaſts that periſh; as the laſt (God I mean) by 
many other latitudinarians in practice as well as theory is 
acknowledged only (if acknowledged) in bold blaſphemies 
and horrid imprecations. Infidelity is a ſpecies of wicked- 
neſs that muſt alarm, terrify, and ſhock every honeſt and 
well-diſpoſed mind as it breaks down all the guards and fen- 
ces of public and private ſecurity, encourages and patronizes 
every other vice, and indeed as much exceeds every other as 


deliberate and predetermined villany ſurpaſſes a paſſionate, 


betrayed, and as it were forced violation of duty. Where 
the evil will end God knows. It was we are well aſſured 
the final overthrow of the Jewiſh ſtate. And with very 


* TxE author here points in one part of this obſervation at a well-known ſecta- 
rian champion in the field of letters, whoſe name it is to be wiſhed were cloſed 
up with the reſt of the infidel group in the black book of oblivion. From the 
extenſive range this writer has taken in the world of ſcience, it might ſeem, (how- 
ever paradoxical the thought) as if he underſtood every thing but his own pro- 
feſſion— The ſalvation of fouls. A melancholy and ſhocking proof this of the 
weakneſs and perverſion of human reaſoning when left to itſelf; that it can ſerve 


only at laſt to reaſon a man out of his own ſenſes, and the happieſt intereſts of his 
nature. 


great 
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great reaſon as impiety of ſo daring, ſo execrable a nature is 
cauſe ſufficient to raiſe God's jealouſy of a people, and to 
provoke his juſt wrath and indignation, ** who is of purer 
eyes than to behold ſuch iniquity.” But I am tranſgreſſing 
a rule, which in the outſet of this diſcourſe I promiſed to 
obſerve, by cenſuring perhaps too freely. However we may 
venture to pronounce, with the common conſent in terms 
leſs ſevere, that it is with a view to reclaim the nation from 
vitious courſes, and to reduce it to a more ſerious and re- 
ligious ſenſe that the order of this day is appointed by go- 
vernment. And we cannot but with one heart and mouth, 
without the leaſt heſitation, confeſs that, whether God is 
now correcting us in mercy or in judgment, it 1s ſtill fin 
which ſeparates between him and us. Let us be careful to 
improve the awful event to the beſt purpoſes. In whatever 
light the caſe is viewed we ſhall find that God has no other 
deſign in it than the benefit of his creatures. Much advan- 
tage therefore and uſeful inſtruction may be derived to us by 
a proper uſe and application of theſe afflicting diſpenſations 


of Heaven. 


IF in this day of our viſitation God's inexorable wrath 
hangs over us, “and no more room for repentance remains, 
but our meaſure of iniquity 1s fulfilled”, and we are ripe for 
excilion, we are then left as a woeful example of his righte- 
ous judgments. to other kingdoms that they may beware 
leſt they fall into the ſame ſnare, or come into the ſame 


ſtate of torment.” If on the other hand a ray of divine mer- 
cy ſtill beams upon us, and God's loving kindnels is not 
clean 
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clean gone for eyer, how gratefully ſenſible ſhould we be of 
the gracious intentions of providence in thus “ turning us 
from the things of this world to ſerve him the living God— 
in thus turning the heart of the diſobedient to the wiſdom 
of the juſt.” The loſs of empire is as nothing when com- 
pared to the loſs of his favour, in whoſe eye empires are no 
more than inſects, nor the cruſh of worlds than the ruins of 
a fabric. Well knowing that proſperity but ill ſuits creatures 
naturally prone to pride and inſolence, he therefore in mer- 
cy humbles us by the croſſes and afflidtions of adverſe for- 
tune—by withdrawing from us the riches of a land which 
have been but too apt through the luxuries and ſenſualities, 
the fulneſs and concomitant haughtineſs which they ever 
bring along with them to make us deny © him, and ſay who 
is the Lord?“ In mercy therefore, I ſay, as it is ſurely far 
preferable to part with “a right hand or a right eye than to 
endanger the loſs of both body and ſoul.” We are hence 
alſo taught to have leſs ſelf-confidence, lefs dependance upon 
human ſuccours, and to repoſe our truſt in the Moſt High 
« who ruleth in the kingdoms of men, who doeth accord- 
ing to his will in the army of heaven and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, and none can ſtay his hand or ſay un- 
to him what doeſt thou?“ Let thouſands crowd our ſtreets, 
and ten thouſands flock to our banners, vain is the help of 
man if God © goeth not forth with our armies.” Our beſt 
ſtrength is but weakneſs without an heavenly dependance, 
without a firm affiance in him who doeth what he will in 
heaven and earth. Who can in a moment blaſt the beſt 
planned projects, the deepeſt laid ſchemes of the wiſeſt, 
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© and make of none effect the counſels of princes.” Who 
in a word can fruſtrate the moſt probable ſucceſs by © not giv- 
ing victory in the battle.” And on the other hand by ſome 
unforeſeen accident, a ſudden turn of affairs can crown the 
weakeſt efforts of an enemy by ſending his deſtroying angel 
into a land for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein.” 


UnHAaPPy, DISTRACTED, AND WELL-NIGH RUINED 
EMPIRE ! * DAUGHTER OF BABYLON waſted with miſery,” 
may thou not prove a laſting and ſtanding monument of this 
Juſt ſeverity of God] but may thou in © this thy day know 
the things that enn to peace before they be forever 
hid from thine eyes. 


My brethren, the internal reſources of this kingdom, 
however laudably and loyally exerted in the ſeaſonable offers 
made at this critical juncture to preſerve the legal claims 
and honour of the crown, and maintain a due poiſe between 
prerogative and privilege in defence of his Majeſty's juſt 
rights are of little or no avail without other more ſolid and 
ſubſtantial reſources, the internal reſources of our moral and 
chriſtian feelings, —the renewal of the inner man by the 
ſpirit and goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which alone can 
bring peace within our borders, plenteouſneſs within our 
palaces, and derive a bleſſing upon our arms. Every man, 
be his ſtation what it will, be it ever fo remote from the 
more active ſcenes of life, has a part to act; and though, I 
ſay, however detached his ſtation may be, he can take a 
ſhare in the common concern and fee] for the good of his 
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country. He can, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem.“ Nay, he can do more than this. Be his con- 
dition high or low, be he born to command or to obey, yet 
the fulfilling the moral obligations of his character in act᷑- 
ing well the part aſſigned him muſt be attended with con- 
ſequences highly beneficial to the public. Society in the 
happier ſtate of its exiſtence muſt ariſe from good order. 
Good order can ſpring from nothing but a conſcientious and 
religious diſcharge of duty. The more prevalent therefore 


conſcience and religion are, the more aſſured muſt be the 


advantages that accrue to all governed bodies. Of this we 
may be further perſuaded from the moral government of 
God. His nature is holy, juſt, and good. Whence we 
may conclude that in proportion to the general cultivation 
of theſe attributes obtaining in a nation the ſubjects of his 
government mult become pleaſing in his ſight and ſucceſsful 
in their endeavours, ** as no good thing” we are told“ will 
be withholden from them that lead a godly life.” 


War therefore I would recommend to mankind, in the 
ſeveral characters which they ſupport, is to entertain more 
ſerious and religious ſentiments in the performance of their 


incumbent offices. The inferior order would more cheer- 


fully and regularly comply with the injunctions of their ſta- 
tion from a ſenſe that it is their duty ſo to do by the ordi- 
nance of God. And the higher from the ſame principle 
(excluſive of its obligatory force upon their conduct) would 
impreſs an awe, reverence and eſteem for their perſons and 
commands, and hereby make a happier and better world. 
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As both would inevitably ſecure to themſelves the bleſſing 
of God. 


WovLD the ſubject but regularly wait on the ſtated ſea- 
ſons of national inſtruction, and as regularly practiſe what 
he knows.-— Would they, who have the honour of mini- 
ſtring at the altars of God, but earneſtly and affectionately 
preſs home the ſacred and ſaving practical truths of chriſti- 
anity upon the conſciences of men, and exemplify their 
doctrine by the ſanctity of their lives.-— Would the magiſ- 
trate, to the utmoſt of his abilities, honeſtly diſcharge the 
truſt repoſed in him out of regard to the honour of God, by 
encouraging virtue and ſuppreſſing vice; and our ſuperiors in 
general, though not inveſted with the ſame authority, con- 
tribute their ſhare by uſing their beſt endeavours. Would 
the patriot, or hero without ſo much recurring to ſeconda- 
ry cauſes for the ſolution of difficulties in the loſs or gain 
of victory, and attributing 7 the fortune of war what 
is plainly aſſignable to the arm of Providence made bare 
like the ancient Romans, who rarely ſtruck a blow in the 
field of battle without firſt invoking the aid of the gods, 
add to the fire of martial vigour the force of heavenly per- 
ſuaſion, and acquaint his men, that as the race is not to the 
ſwift ſo neither is the battle to the ſtrong.” — Would our 
ſenators and nobles, ſome of them at leaſt, inſtead of 
idle wrangle and debate dictated too much we may 
fairly conjecture by ambition, or the more ſordid motive 
of an avaricious ſpirit, apply their talents to the uſeful pur- 
poles of moral legiſlation; would they, inſtead of bitter 


invective 


61699 


invective and ſarcaſtic reproach againſt the envied and unat- 
tainable ſtations of government, endeavour to fill their own 
with greater dignity and honour by deviſing means to ſup- 
preſs the rebellious ſpirit of the age and the licentiouſneſs 
of its morals, and give theſe their proper force and weight 
in the diſplay of chriſtian inſtead of faſhionable graces—by 
becoming themſelves burning and ſhining lights in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation.” Would they in a 
word who ſo often approach within the luſtre of the crown 
catch the divine rays of exalted virtue which it ſheds with 
ſuch profuſion, and transfuſe theſe into the deliberating acts 
of the grand council for the peace, the good and proſperity of 
theſe realms— Would they privately and publicly with hearts 
fall of love to God and man, conſtantly implore a bleſſing 
upon their endeavours, and thus attacking heaven as it were 
by force, zealouſly and diſintereſtedly “ pray for the peace of 
Jeruſalem,” happy then would be the people that were in 
ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed would be the people who had the 
Lord for their God.” A nation thus happily circumſtanced, 
thus impregnably fortified from heaven could have few ap- 
prehenſions.— Though an hoſt of men were encamped a- 
round it yet need it not fear, and though war were declared 
againſt it on every fide yet might it put its truſt in him,” 
fully aſſured as we are by the words of eternal truth itſelf 
that “ godlineſs has the promiſe of the life that now is and 
that which is to come.” The queſtion then is, are we in 
| ſuch a caſe? Or have we a conſcious claim upon the leaſt of 
the promiſes of God? Were I to anſwer theſe queſtions in 
their fulleſt extent and latitude I might urge the matter two 


far. 
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far. I will therefore refer you to a recollection of what has 
been advanced, and your own conſcious feelings—I would 
ſo far adminiſter comfort and encouragement as willingly to 
hope that, bad as our cafe may be, the worſt of it is not 
yet arrived. The fatal ſentence may not yet be gone forth. 
While therefore there is grace enough in us to aſk, there 
is mercy abundant in God to give. His mercy and juſtice 
are ſweetly tempered, If he viſits us with a ſevere yet he 
follows us with a ftill tenderer diſpenſation, and corrects 
that he may reclaim, and makes ſick that he may heal, 
As he has told us in characters the moſt plain and legi- 
ble, that a nation not abſolutely ripe for exciſion, may up- 
on a true principle of converſion lay claim to the tendereſt 
endearments of his affection. 


Lr us then not betray ſo wilful a ſupineneſs, fo 
blind an obſtinacy to our intereſt, our recovery from a 
loſt ſtate as not eagerly and thankfully 'to come into the 
terms and conditions of this reſtoration by ſhewing a 
compunction for our paſt ſins, and by endeavouring here- 
after each and all to promote a general reformation of 
morals. To this end let us ſtrictly and attentively com- 
ply with ſuch public injunctions and ordinances as are gra- 
ciduſly intended to reſtore our nature. And let us moſt 
devoutly ſupport the“ ſanctity of this faſt,” and fervent- 
ly join * in the call of this ſolemn aſſembly.” Diſſipated 
with riot, and ſated with exceſs the uſual attendants upon 
a falling away from God, it is highly neceſſary that we 
exhibit in our converſion a reverſe of conduct by curbing 

and 
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and reſtraing our extravagant defires, and exerciſing a pain- 
ful ſeverity upon our lawleſs and unruly appetites. Turn 
to me with weeping, faſting, and mourning” faith the 
prophet, The calling an aſſembly to prayer on theſe great 
and extraordinary occaſions is not barely ſufficient without 
a regard had to other requifites in order to conſtitute its ſo- 
lemnity. Weeping, faſting, and mourning” alſo made 
an indiſpenſable part of theſe ſolemn conventions. No 
doubt, it muſt greatly add to the awfulneſs of the ſcene to be- 
hold the tear of contrition fall from the afflicted cheek, to 
hear the deep penetential ſigh rending the breaſt of the ſelf- 
mortified finner. Open, diſengaged, and unembarraſſed 
looks ill ſuit the convicted criminal at the bar. Reſiſtance 
to the tenderer, kindlier inſtincts of our nature betrays the 
hardened finner, and yields but little proſpe& of future 
amendment. A ſervant who had betrayed his truſt would 
gain little credit to other trials of his fidelity, who only 
amuſed you with fair and ſpecious promiſes, and who ſhew- 
ed no grief and expreſſed no concern for his paſt tranſgreſ- 
ſions. As the Prince could have but poor dependence on the 
future allegiance of thoſe rebellious ſubjects who ſued not 
for pardon and peace with a demeanour, and in terms the 
moſt ſubmiſſive and humiliating. We cannot then be at 
a loſs, when we conſider the infinite diſparity there is he- 
tween the Creator and the creature, to find out what frame 
of mind and deportment of perſon are moſt becoming thoſe 
who by an inveterate obſtinacy of temper, and a daring 
profligacy of manners have been long the ſubject of his pa- 
tient forbearance, and having repeatedly incurred his 
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heavieſt diſpleaſure, have as long deſerved to drink at the 
Lord's cup the bittereſt dregs of his fury. It muſt clearly 
ſtrike the ſhorteſt diſcernment that a demeanour ſuitable to 
our worthleſs and degraded ſtate is required at our hands. 


SOLEMNIZATIONS therefore with the order of this day 
have a peculiar eye to this moral diſcipline of the man, as 
there is no doubt of their being founded on the growing 
and enormous wickedneſs of a people, and the conſequenti- 
al dread of the juſt judgments of Heaven. Deeply impreſ- 
ſed with theſe ſentiments, may we each of us return to his 
home pondering them in his heart, humbly imploring the 
Divine Mercy once more to accept the returning prodigal 
to pardon and peace. Let us ſtand in awe and ſin not, 
and commune with our own hearts, and in our chamber, 


and be ſtill.” 
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